The Superpowers and the Middle East
of the United States towards the UAR was carried further after
the election of President John F. Kennedy, who came close to
establishing cordial relations with Nasser.
israel's apprehensions
Israel was extremely unhappy at the resumption of U.S. econo-
mic aid to the UAR. She argued that this enabled Egyptian funds
to be released for new arms purchase from the Soviet Union.
As an example, Israel pointed out that in the second halt of 1963.
Egypt had secured tanks, transport aircraft and spare parts to
build up UAR forces after the losses suffered in the fighting in
Yemen.27 Israel contended that Nasser would have found it har-
27 When fighting broke out in Yemen toward the end of 1962 between
the royalist forces and the supporters of one Colonel Abdallah al-Salal
who had usurped power, Nasser threw his support in favour of the latter
with 30,000 troops, tanks and planes. Jordan and Saudi Arabia—Nasser's
enemies—thereupon threw their support in favour of Yemen's dispossessed
royal family to prevent Yemen from becoming an outpost of Egyptian
influence and a base for subversive action against them. The U.S. gov-
ernment recognized the republican regime in Yemen, hoping that her
recognition would speed the end of foreign intervention in Yemen and
dilute Soviet influence; but these hopes were not realized. Nasser's ob-
jectives in Yemen were to impose a "revolutionary socialist" government
there and to extend his influence southward by taking hold of Aden—as
the British prepared to leave—and then sweep on to grab control of the
whole oil rich Persian Gulf area; and finally to drive Israel into the sea.
His troops in Yemen were rotated regularly, and it was expected that
before he was finished he would have a battle-hardened army to be used
against Israel backed up by a substantial amount of Soviet armour and
aircraft. The Soviet Union supported Nassers war effort in Yemen in
the fond hope that if Nasser succeeded in gaining a stranglehold on the
Yemen republican regime, she could hope for facilities for her Navy not
only m Hodeida in Yemen, but also in Aden, and in due course, in -the
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